


Check Your Old Cigar Boxes for Rev -Perfs 


Chuck Spaulding (#2355) 


Our research for the  Rev-Perfs project has 
uncovered an interesting type of perf in tobacco 
stamps. A small number of the perf designs have 
been in cigarette stamps, but the majority of the 
perfs are found in cigar stamps. Figure 1 shows a 
typical cigar stamp that was placed on a cigar box 
so that when you opened the box the stamp was 
tom in half. If you were a dedicated stamp 
collector you probably found ways to remove the 
stamp before you opened the box. I know that my 
father did this because I found a small glassine full 
of damaged cigar stamps in his collection and he 
didn't collect tobacco stamps. 
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Some of the cigar designs start with a letter but 
most of them start with a number. The perf design 
is usually in two lines with a fixed head on one line 
and an adjustable date line placed above or below 
the fixed head. The design of the fixed head 
usually started with a number that we believe is a 
factory number. Some designs are followed by a 
second number that we believe is a district number 
in the state where the factory was located. The 
last element in the design is usually an 
abbreviation of the state. 








Figure 2 shows part of a typical page from the 
Rev-Perfs work sheets. The factory numbers 
shown are from 35 to 39. Our research has 
discovered factory numbers from 1 to 2260 with 
many factory numbers that are probably missing. 
We don't think that it was mandatory to perforate 
these stamps because we have found cigar stamps 
with the factory numbers, district numbers, the 
states and the dates printed on the face of the 
stamps. So far, we have discovered about 260 of 
these Rev-Perf types, but we suspect that there are 
many hundreds of perf designs yet to be 
discovered. 


This became very clear after Art Mongan (3443) 
a member of the project's working group, made 


contact with Tony Hyman the Curator of the 
National Cigar Museum. In Mr. Hyman's 
communications with Art he noted that a 
conservative estimate says there were 250,000 
U.S. cigar factories. A good quarter to perhaps a 
third of these still existed after the advent of 
perforation canceling of cigar revenues. 
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